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were already in the, camp. The orderly insisted that only
precipitate flight could save him : all his belongings must
be left behind. Papen did not need to be told twice. He
fled in his pyjamas, and in this modest garb, which after
all was suited to the climate, was able to save himself from
the immediate grasp of the enemy. After some hardship
he succeeded in making contact with the remnants of the
routed Turkish and German troops. There he was equipped
afresh, and was then able to return to Germany by relatively
roundabout ways.*
This event happened in the late summer of 1918.
When the British had provided for the prisoners and
sorted the booty, they made closer inspection of individual
tents. They naturally had no suspicion that Captain von
Papen had occupied one of the finest tents in the camp.
But when they explored his abode, they found to their
great astonishment a number of bundles of official papers
which were marvellously arranged and written, and which
gave the key to numerous conspiracies going on under their
very noses. Some of these movements had already been
noticed by the British Secret Service, but others were un-
known to them. For the second time Captain von Papen
had slipped extraordinarily important material into their
hands.
News of the find was immediately reported to General
Allenby. The documents appeared important enough to
warrant his taking them into his keeping and then passing
them on to the British Government. At that time he
believed that Papen himself was among the prisoners who
were as yet unidentified. He therefore asked the Govern-
ment what was to be done with Captain von Papen, should
he be among the prisoners. Thereupon the British Govern-
* Some sources mention that it was Freiherr Joachim von Ribbentrop>
the later German Foreign Minister, who saved Papen's life in Palestine.
This is wrong. Ribbentrop has never been in Asia Minor. It is
just as untrue to say that Ribbentrop acted as saboteur in collaboration
with Papen in 1915 in the United States of America. Papen, in feet,
did not make Ribbentrop's acquaintance until 1929, and then in
Germany.